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Condolence letter Rev, Prof, Dr David Kwang-sun Suh

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

It is with great sadness that we have received the news of the demise of Rev, Prof, Dr
David Kwang-sun Suh, On behalf of the World Council of Churches (WCC), 1 express my
deep sorrow and prayers in support of both his bereaved family and the National Council of
Churches in Korea,

We give thanks to his great efforts to promote the rights of the poor, oppressed, and mar-
ginalized, as one of the representatives of the first generation of Korean minjung theologians,
As one of the drafters of the NCCK’s 88 Declaration, we also deeply appreciate his contribution
to peace and reunification on the Korean Peninsula, We thank God for the life and witness
of Rev, Prof, Dr David Kwang-sun Suh as he played a crucial role in the peace process of the
National Council of Churches in Korea (NCCK).

May our common Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of life and resurrection, give rest to his faith-
ful and beloved servant Rev, Prof, Dr David Kwang-sun Suh,

May God also grant us grace, that in pain we may find comfort, in sorrow hope, in death
resurrection,

Yours in Christ,

A B
B3] A

Carlos Madjri Sanvee A7 YMCA 1™ Ap-5%)

AAIYMCA I AAIYMCA 7455 th3Este] 1994978 1998 71A] AIAIYMCAAE 37
& gom 2 EAA 7 AlEta E27ukord Mg viabd e 1) 71E 9 JFE
A 24 ot el =g E3UTh 2]l o ofj o] AlZtell S YMCAS} o Ao} e H FYMCA A w87}
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FUth s Ag Wl R A A3 whatbe] e A3t o) sttt Shael| A wH]
24 95 ek Aol Feo)E xFYL

2= 19919 Aol A d& YMCA A A 3] 25-of] Al=E YMCA A AE)ek A, &
219 712993 o] g WOl Mg v A S¥g ZALE FEYTE = 21
o] % uhabd o] AAIYMCAAY 317 A F A=A 2r, 1998 HdoA A A|14%} YMCA
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Rest in Peace Dr David Suh
Wai Ching Wong o}Alo}7| = n 15 25 A 3A S 204
On behalf of the global YMCA family, the World Alliance of YMCAs sends its sincere con-
dolences to the family and friends of Dr David Suh, a much loved and respected servant of
our Movement, and the President of World YMCA from 1994 to 1998, We also stand with the

Korean YMCA and the Asia Pacific Alliance of YMCAs at this time of great loss,

We remember a great leader, and a real champion of social justice, We salute Dr Suh’s A= oAo|En DS WS AT AT T2 W BojAe il 9l ¢fo] & 4 (Wai Ching
many accomplishments, especially his teaching at Ewha Womans University, as Professor Wong) o]} g},
Emeritus of Theology. AR BARg o] 2shAITHE Abdle] ob A= W71 ehguith A% BARYS} A} v
We give special thanks for Dr, Suh’s role - started soon after the 1991 YMCA World Coun- o7 A7 olop7|E UFgd A AjctoA] A7} A} olHEE AP w gyt AP =
cil in Seoul - in chairing the drafting committee for the YMCA mission statement, ‘Challenge Ao 717A0] o]d A|-T} ol o thet 7] a7 BoA] Yoz e uje] o]o}r]|E
21", That statement was later completed during his Presidency, and adopted at the 14th YMCA ALUTH A B 9] olobr|= ©43] A} olUgsUt) shugd sheter B2 0
World Council held in Germany in 1998. We are eternally in Dr Suh’s debt for piloting that HE ZHo]a AL ol A3Le] olol7| A5 U A= o]olr|E B0 HA] A3 EAldo] B2 ¢
process, 3] Wt Ho] gk 7)ol SASUT. A npxe WA % 38408 o] & 1F o A
Dr Suh was a true example of a global citizen, who reshaped the social justice of our T ARG AolA Q.
global YMCA Movement, He deepened our ecumenical identity, and under his leadership our A BaD e 20008 5E 2001 37FA] ofA|ol7| B 15 w83k thol| o| A& a7 sFA
Movement was clearly positioned as a voice for the voiceless, the vulnerable and the under- Utk 28t} 2002 0= AlThe] 33 AJREAL A Qa1 o]11E %S o o 20069 T
privileged. 28 pogo R 2EAEUT A BAES o)Al Al WAl eEzta shaA e, ATE o}
The world movement will continue to cherish his memory and to seek to apply his inspi- Aotalale 1 WolBol= ulghel] 7S AL |7 Aty HHL 2 Sy R5oF gt
ration, FUT A3 FAP o] obrfolE AT AS8. A FARE 2 20200 I whA
5) 20224 42 8, o|ztof ATt ChEtmS| oA HHE #r BN FALFZ0JH FEAL
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Tribute to David, a beloved teacher and friend

It’s still hard to believe that David is gone,

The last long conversation we had was an oral history interview I conducted for the United

Board, David loved to talk about his childhood, his father, the time he fled from Choson to
the South, His story was in no way personal; it was a story of the dramatic historical transition
from one to two Koreas, I have a hunch that David had never completely left Chosen and was
still living a family stretching across the 38thparalleluntilhislastdays,

David joined the United Board for Christian Higher Education in Asia as a trustee from
2000 to 2001, He was asked to set up and head the United Board’s Hong Kong Office in 2002
and retired as the vice-president for programs in 2006, According to him, it was his third re-
tirement, He often joked that he took a great burden on himself because he pushed for the
United Board’s Asianization, Everybody knows how David loved Asia, He advocated “Asians
for Asia” until our last interview with him in 2020,

In his role as the United Board’s vice president, he initiated many new programs for chap-
lains, faculty, and leaders of the Asian colleges and universities, One of the most successful
programs, the Institute for Advanced Study in Asian Cultures and Theologies, held its 15thAn-
niversary in 2019, David returned to Hong Kong to grace its celebration, His vision of Asian
leadership had laid afirm foundation for the direction of the United Board’s programs,

David was a man of vision who did not only walk the talk but also always held onto his
dreams, I had the privilege to know him through the work of the United Board and enjoyed
his advice and support all the way through. In fact, our first meeting started with our journey
to an education conference in Texas in the eighties, supported by the World Student Christian
Federation Asia-Pacific, I was a student, and he was a senior friend and a minjung professor
who was fired and had just come out of prison. I could not recall the details of his keynote but
vividly remember his humor and wisdom as a theologian who had fought and suffered for his
political conviction,

When Hong Kong went through all the challenges in the past two years, he would write
me to encourage me from time to time, And he promised to return to Hong Kong for the Unit-
ed Board’s centenary. We shall miss it, although I am sure we shall feel his spirit with us when
we hold our event,

Recalling my encounter with David is like hearing from Ephesians 1: 17-18 that God has
granted us the spirit of wisdom and revelation, enlightened understanding, and the hope of

God’s calling, Thank you, David, for inspiring us with your vision and faith in life!
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A Tribute to David Kwang-sun Suh, 1931-2022

I met David Suh 50 years ago, in the early autumn of 1971, at his office in Ewha Women’s
University, Janice and I were coming from Tokyo, where we had been with Kim Yong Bock,
who had given us some books and other materials to pass on to David, I remember that one
of the titles was Letters from T.K. This was our first time in Asia and we were en route to
Taiwan, where for the next two years we would be teaching English, participating in student
work and studying Chinese at Tainan Theological Seminary, David received us warmly and we
spoke for a bit, but he was very busy and we did not want to take up too much of his time,

From then on, I tried to keep up with what David wrote on Minjung Theology. The Korean
Minjung in Christ (1991) was especially enlightening, a comprehensive introduction to the in-
terdisciplinary theology of Minjung, ending with a vision and a program for Korean Reunifica-
tion, David has been dismissed as a professor at Ewha during the Park Chung-hee dictatorship,
and he suffered with the Minjung on the margins of society, But he had emerged as an even
more prominent theologian, with a clear understanding of the way forward, He subsequently
held teaching positions at Union Theological Seminary (his M, Div, alma mater) and at Drew
University. David was an ordained Presbyterian minister and held many other posts, including
the presidency of the World Alliance of YMCAs.

I did not really get to know David until I took part in the planning meeting in Hong Kong
for what was to become The Institute for the Advanced Study in Asian Cultures and Theologies
(IASACT) in 2003, IASACT was his brainchild, and he worked together with his friend Tim
Light - they were roommates at Union Theological Seminary during their student years - to
make this dream a reality, The program began the following year (2004), with David serving
as dean until his retirement in 2007. I became one of the first mentors, alongside D. Preman
Niles, another close friend in the ecumenical movement, What inspired me about David’s
leadership was his embracing style, his vision for the program and his concern for the IASACT
scholars, He insisted that most of the time be given to the scholars to do their research and
writing on their own, In the six- week program, we met for only two hours each day David
believed in the scholars, As he knew from his own university teaching, young faculty and

doctoral students had neither the time nor the resources to do their own research and writing

when they were at home. And so IASACT, meeting on the campus of the Chinese University
of Hong Kong, would provide both,

He joked that Preman and I were not only mentors, but also “tormentors,” making all sorts
of demands on the scholars with whom we were working, David wanted something more
open-ended so that scholars could pursue whatever interested them and thereby help develop
creative new approaches to theology and religious studies broadly conceived.

David’s humanity and humor made him stand out as both a scholar and an administrator,
He had a pastoral heart, He took personal relationships seriously and he had time for every-
one, even though he kept to his schedule, Although David was by the time of IASACT a wide-
ly recognized senior scholar, he wore this very lightly, He never took himself too seriously,
although he made great demands on himself. He brought his set of watercolors wherever he
went, and I have a beautiful picture of the Great Wall of China that he gave me. Janice was
with him one year at an editorial meeting in Bali for the Asian Christian Theologies research
guide, and she remembers both his sharp eye for detail, their sharing of freshly cut tuna sushi
on the beach at subset, and his painting whenever he had free time,

I was shocked and saddened when I heard from Ahn Jae-woong in late February that
David had died. I thought he would always be there because we depended on his inspiration,
his experience and his steady hand, He prepared the way for many younger scholars, David
left something of his spirit on all who knew him, and so I believe that in some sense he is with

us still, [end]
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Condolences on the Passing of
Rev, Dr. David Kwang-sun Suh'?

Bart Shaha, Ph, D,
Former Secretary General of the World Alliance of YMCAs,

Former General Secretary of the Asia and Pacific Alliance of YMCAs

It is with great sadness that we received today the news of the sudden passing of Rev. Dr,
David Kwang-sun Suh, He was a close friend of mine and a constant source of inspiration in
my journey in the YMCA, Since the time I began to work at the then Asia Alliance of YMCAs in
Hong Kong in the early 1980s, I had the privilege of meeting him and working with him in var-
ious YMCA Meetings, Seminars and Conferences, With his vast knowledge of Contemporary
Theology and practical experiences in contextual response, he served as a Resource Person in
most of our important deliberations, including the YMCA Advanced Studies,

Later, in 1992 when he became the Chairperson of the Commission on Christian Mission
and Ecumenical Concerns of the World Alliance of YMCAs, I had the great privilege of work-
ing closely with him, as the Related Secretary of the Commission. I was then serving as the
Executive Secretary for Global Programmes of the World Alliance of YMCAs in Geneva. It was

under his leadership that we were able to prepare a Mission Review Guide, considering the

12) Bart Shaha & M| YMCAQ1ZY 2l OfEjoi AIREEE2 10 MEM grAFE o 1980 ACHR} 1990ALH MA|
YMCARS2 & 0|81 714l 259 Bst SX|0|AlLICt

diverse theological positons that exists in the world-wide movement, Based on the responses
from national YMCAs, the draft of “Challenge 21” was formulated. I recall how meticulous and
caring he was in the process of formulation of this historic draft, which finally was adopted at
the 14th World Council of YMCAs meeting held in Frechen, Germany, in 1998, when he was
President of the World Alliance of YMCAs,

I have no doubts that the YMCAs in the Asia Pacific region and the world-wide YMCA
movement will always remember him with gratitude for his dedicated service and outstanding
leadership, The YMCA has indeed lost a great thinker, a profound Theologian and a constant
guide, We will miss him a lot!

On this sad day, my wife Emily and I wish to convey to his dear wife, Mrs, Sun Young and
his entire family and friends around the world, our deepest condolences. May his soul find

eternal rest in the peace of Jesus Christ,
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“A big tree in World YMCA has fallen”

. our deepest condolence for the sudden demise of
Dr, David Suh,former President of World YMCA"

Prof, Song In-dong President of Korea YMCA

Nam Boo-Won General Secretary of APAY

Dr. David Kwang-sun Suh, former President of the World Alliance of YMCAs (1994-1998),
passed away in Goyang city near Seoul, Korea, at night-time on February 26, 2022, “A big tree
in World YMCA has fallen” as quoted from Mr, Carlos Sanvee, Secretary General of World
YMCA,

Dr, Suh was born in 1931 in Kanggye city which is located in North Korea now, He
studied in the US for his B,A, and M, A, and graduated with M, Div, in Theology from Union
Theological Seminary, and obtained Ph,D on Religion in Vanderbilt University, From 1966,
he, as Professor of Theology, taught in Ewha Womans University, Seoul, Korea, and served
as Dean of University Chapel, Dean of Graduate School, During the year 1980-1984, he was
dismissed from Ewha Womans University - a political persecution towards dissidents by the
harsh military dictatorship, In 1981, he was ordained Presbyterian Minister, After retirement in

1996, he was invited as Henry Luce Visiting Professor of World Christianity, Union Theological

13) 2022 32 42!, APAY e-NewsOl| 0I5 SHEYMCA =01 O|AFA D} HEQ) APAY AFZEZ0| 84 7|2

o AL

Seminary, New York and taught for two years, as well as Visiting Professor of Asian Theology
at Drew University School of Theology until 2001, Thereafter, he served as Vice President of
United Board for Christian Higher Education in Asia, Hong Kong Office, and an Honorary
Professor of Chinese University of Hong Kong until 20006,

Dr, Suh served enthusiastically throughout his entire life and contributed greatly to YMCA
movement worldwide, as well as in the ecumenical communities, Among other contributions,
in the 12th World Council meeting of the World Alliance of YMCAs in Seoul, Korea, he was
appointed Chairperson of the “Commission on Christian Mission and Ecumenical Concerns”
that was formed as an outcome of the resolution brought forth by APAY and LACA during
the Council, The Commission was formed with members from all six continents, young and
old, male and female, lay and clerical, protestant and Catholic, and all with different accents
or tongues of English, It continued its work for the ensuing eight (8) years including the four
years of his Presidency of the World YMCA, And at the 14th World Council in Freshen, Germa-
ny in 1998, the historical statement was unanimously adopted and declared as a contemporary
interpretative Mission Statement of the 21st century,

As a close friend of the late Kang Moon-kyu, former NGS of Korea YMCA, he contributed
to the formation of the contextual mission statement of the Korea YMCA in 1970s, thus laid a
cornerstone for Korea YMCA to advance as socially responsible movement based on the teach-
ings and footsteps of Jesus Christ, Along with this, he was frequently invited as resource per-
son to the Executive Committee meetings, Advanced Studies and other APAY programs for his
inspirational inputs on the contemporary theological thinking and YMCA Mission in context,

Dr, Suh’s father was a pastor, who was killed by the North Korean soldiers during the
Korean War in 1950 in the wake of the Korean War, Nevertheless, Dr, Suh forgave his enemy
and prayed as well as committed himself to working to build peace, reconciliation and reunifi-
cation of the whole Korea, The Tosanso Process - a joint attempt by WCC and the NCC-Korea
with a view to bridging the Christians of the two Koreas, is widely recognized as a historical
milestone towards people-initiated peace and reconciliation process in the Korean Peninsu-
la. Dr, Suh played a pivotal role with other Christian leaders in South Korea, in this historic
process, as well as in the making of the “Declaration of the Churches of Korea on National

Reunification and Peace” (88 Declaration) in 1988,
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In his condolence message conveyed to Sun Yong, David's wife, Dr, Bart Shaha, former
Secretary General of World YMCA wrote, “I have no doubts that the YMCASs in the Asia Pacific
region and the world-wide YMCA movement will always remember him with gratitude for his
dedicated service and outstanding leadership, The YMCA has indeed lost a great thinker, a
profound Theologian and a constant guide, We will miss him a lot!”

He will be remembered long by the World YMCA family with all of what he contributed to
the advancement of YMCA movement nationally, regionally, as well as worldwide, May God

receive him into an eternal peace in heaven,
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